
 
 
 
 

 
 
December 19, 2016 

 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
The University of Michigan’s Cooperative Institute for Limnology and Ecosystems Research (CILER) is 
soliciting proposals from CILER Consortium universities for a CILER-funded Postdoctoral Fellowship.  
The goals of the Postdoctoral Fellows Program are to 1) expand research training opportunities for 
postdoctoral scientists working in the area of freshwater sustainability and 2) enhance collaboration 
between NOAA and academic institutions in ways that complement NOAA’s mission to improve research 
effectiveness and impact in the Great Lakes. 
 
Any full-time faculty member from a CILER Consortium Partner Institution is invited to submit a proposal 
for this Postdoctoral Fellowship.  Proposals should address at least one of CILER’s research themes:  
 
 Theme I:  Great Lakes Observing and Forecasting  
 Theme II:   Invasive Species 
 Theme III:  Protection/Restoration of Ecosystem Services: Linking to Human Dimensions 
 Theme IV:  Ecological Risk Assessment 
 
The CILER website (ciler.snre.umich.edu/research) provides descriptions of each research theme, as well 
as examples of ongoing projects. 
 
A total of $150,000 will be made available for one 18-month Postdoctoral Fellowship.  Preference will be 
given to applicants who provide matching funds for an additional 6 months of support.  Fellowship 
requirements include direct involvement with both a university lead mentor and a NOAA Great Lakes 
Environmental Research Laboratory (GLERL) or CILER co-mentor, face-to-face meetings with mentors 
within the first 6 months, and a final presentation to be given at GLERL at the end of the fellowship.  
 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Application Process 
Each proposal should contain a main body, a postdoctoral mentoring plan, and a budget.  A description 
of each section follows: 
 
Main body (3 pages max) 

Introduction: The introduction should provide background information on the topic of research, 
ending in the research question(s) to be addressed. 
Hypotheses: The proposal should present testable hypotheses, with corresponding rationale for 
those hypotheses and subsequent predictions that will be tested.  Note that research projects 
lacking testable hypotheses will not be funded. 
Methods: The methods section should describe the study approach(es) and general 
methodologies to be used in sufficient detail that they can be evaluated by a general expert. 
Significance: The main body of the proposal should end with a section describing the anticipated 
results and their significance to CILER’s research themes. 

https://ciler.snre.umich.edu/research/


 
Postdoctoral mentoring plan (1 page) 

Co-mentoring plan: Identify the university lead mentor and a NOAA-GLERL or CILER co-
mentor.  Describe plans to ensure active collaboration between the fellow, faculty mentor, 
and the GLERL or CILER co-mentor. Applicants are encouraged to contact potential GLERL or 
CILER co-mentors to discuss proposed research before applying.  For assistance identifying an 
appropriate CILER or GLERL co-mentor, please send a brief description of your research topic to 
Mary Ogdahl, CILER Program Manager (ogdahlm@umich.edu).  
Postdoctoral training: Describe plans to provide the postdoc with professional training that 
includes career counseling, experience with writing proposals, mentoring on publications and 
presentations, experience in reviewing papers and proposals, development of teaching and 
mentoring skills, and experience in broader impacts like public outreach and communication. 

 
Budget (1 page) 

Submissions should provide a budget and corresponding budget justification.  The budget 
should total $150,000 for 18 months, which represents an estimated salary of $53,000 per year, 
30% fringe benefits, $10,000 in travel/discretionary funds, and a 26% indirect cost rate.  Any 
deviation from these numbers should be explained.   Any matching funds from the PI or 
university should also be highlighted in the budget and justification. 
 

Award Selection 
Proposals will be judged on:  1) scientific merit of the proposed research, 2) alignment with CILER’s 
research themes and NOAA’s mission for the Great Lakes, 3) feasibility of accomplishing the stated 
objectives during the project period, 4) planned and potential future level of collaboration between 
NOAA-GLERL and the academic institution, and 5) level of commitment to the dual mentorship of the 
postdoctoral fellow.  Preference will be given to proposals that provide matching funds for an additional 
6 months of postdoctoral fellowship support. 
 
Proposals should be submitted as a single Adobe pdf file up to a final deadline of 5 pm ET on February 
28, 2017.  Please send your proposals and inquiries to Mary Ogdahl (ogdahlm@umich.edu), CILER 
Program Manager. 
 
Proposals will reviewed by CILER leadership (Director, Associate Director, Program Manager), and 
ranked by members of the CILER Management Council (not collaborating on submitted proposals) for 
final award selection. CILER will announce the final decision by March 31, 2017. Funding for the 
position will be sub-contracted by CILER to the host university of the selected PI.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bradley J. Cardinale 
Director, Cooperative Institute of Limnology & Ecosystems Research 
Professor, School of Natural Resources & Environment 
University of Michigan 
734-764-9689 
bradcard@umich.edu 
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